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Abstract 

 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a deeply rooted and prolonged struggle, has been the subject of 

extensive international debate and scrutiny. This article delves into the contentious allegations of 

genocide perpetrated by Israel against the Palestinian population. By examining the historical context, 

political dynamics, humanitarian impact, and international responses, this study seeks to provide a 

nuanced and comprehensive analysis of the situation. Beginning with a detailed overview of the term 

"genocide" as defined by the United Nations Genocide Convention of 1948, the article assesses whether 

the actions of Israel align with this legal definition. The historical context traces the conflict from the 

pre-1948 period, through the establishment of Israel and the subsequent wars, to the current state of 

affairs. The examination of political and social dynamics includes an analysis of Israeli policies towards 

Palestinians, the response and actions of Palestinian governance, and the role of media and propaganda 

in shaping public perception. This comprehensive review synthesizes the evidence and arguments from 

various perspectives, questioning the applicability of the term "genocide" and exploring alternative 

frameworks such as ethnic cleansing, apartheid, or crimes against humanity. The conclusion 

underscores the complexity of the conflict and the importance of continued dialogue, humanitarian 

efforts, and pursuit of a peaceful resolution. Through this analytical lens, the article aims to contribute 

to a deeper understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the severe humanitarian issues at its 

core. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, one of the most enduring and complex conflicts 

in modern history, has seen numerous phases of violence, negotiation, and fragile 

ceasefires. Central to this conflict are allegations of severe human rights violations, 

including the controversial and highly charged accusation of genocide perpetrated by 

Israel against the Palestinian people. This paper aims to delve into these allegations, 

critically examining their basis within the framework of international law, historical 

events, and the ongoing humanitarian crisis. The roots of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict extend back to the early 20th century, characterized by the competing 

nationalist movements of Jews and Arabs in the region then known as Palestine, under 

British mandate. The establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, following a United 

Nations partition plan, led to the first Arab-Israeli war, resulting in significant 

demographic shifts and the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, 

an event known as the Nakba (catastrophe) by Palestinians. This historical context is 

crucial for understanding the subsequent decades of conflict and the deep-seated 
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grievances on both sides. Genocide, as defined by the United Nations Genocide 

Convention of 1948, encompasses acts committed with the intent to destroy, in whole 

or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group. The elements of genocide 

include killing members of the group, causing serious bodily or mental harm, 

inflicting conditions calculated to bring about its physical destruction, imposing 

measures to prevent births, and forcibly transferring children. This paper will 

critically assess whether actions taken by Israel towards Palestinians meet these 

criteria. The conflict is further complicated by the political and social dynamics within 

both Israeli and Palestinian societies. Israeli policies regarding settlements, security 

measures, and military operations have been subjects of intense scrutiny and debate. 

On the Palestinian side, the internal political divide between the Palestinian Authority 

in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza adds layers of complexity to governance and 

resistance strategies. Moreover, the role of media and propaganda in shaping public 

perceptions and narratives about the conflict cannot be overlooked. The humanitarian 

impact of the conflict is profound, affecting millions of lives. This paper will analyze 

the casualties, displacement, living conditions, and psychological effects on the 

Palestinian population, particularly in the besieged Gaza Strip and the occupied West 

Bank. The blockade on Gaza, military operations, and settlement expansions have 

exacerbated the humanitarian situation, leading to widespread suffering and 

instability.  

 The international community's response to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 

been varied and often polarized. The United Nations has passed numerous 

resolutions addressing different aspects of the conflict, yet implementation and 

enforcement remain contentious. Responses from countries and international bodies 

range from strong condemnation to steadfast support of Israel, reflecting the 

geopolitical complexities at play. Human rights organizations have documented 

numerous violations and provided critical reports that shape the global discourse on 

the conflict. This paper seeks to provide a balanced and comprehensive analysis of the 

allegations of genocide against Israel, considering the multi-faceted nature of the 

conflict. By exploring historical events, legal definitions, political and social dynamics, 

humanitarian impacts, and international responses, the study aims to contribute to a 

deeper understanding of this contentious issue. Ultimately, the goal is to foster 

informed dialogue and highlight the importance of pursuing a peaceful resolution to 

the conflict. The conflict is further complicated by the political and social dynamics 

within both Israeli and Palestinian societies. Israeli policies regarding settlements, 

security measures, and military operations have been subjects of intense scrutiny and 

debate. On the Palestinian side, the internal political divide between the Palestinian 

Authority in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza adds layers of complexity to 

governance and resistance strategies. Moreover, the role of media and propaganda in 

shaping public perceptions and narratives about the conflict cannot be overlooked. 
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B. LITERATURE REVIEW 

1. Historical Context 

 Historical studies offer a comprehensive examination of the roots and 

evolution of the conflict. Books such as "The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World" by 

Avi Shlaim and "The Palestine-Israel Conflict: A Basic Introduction" by Gregory 

Harms provide detailed accounts of the historical events leading to the current 

situation. Shlaim’s work explores the strategic and political motives behind Israeli 

policies, while Harms offers a concise overview of the key events and their 

implications. 

2. Nakba and Early Conflicts 

 Scholars like Benny Morris in "The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem 

Revisited" analyze the causes and consequences of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War and the 

resulting Palestinian displacement. Morris’s work provides insights into the scale of 

displacement and the emergence of refugee issues that continue to impact the conflict 

today. 

3. Yarn Quality 

 Works such as "The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine" by Ilan Pappé argue that the 

events of 1948 involved deliberate policies of ethnic cleansing. Pappé’s controversial 

thesis challenges traditional narratives and provides a critical perspective on the early 

actions of the Israeli state. 

 

C. METHOD 

 To provide context and background, historical events and developments 

relevant to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are reviewed. To understand the impact on 

the Palestinian population, data on casualties, displacement, and living conditions are 

analyzed. Official documents, treaties, and historical records from archives such as the 

Israel State Archives, the Palestinian Authority archives, and British Mandate records. 

Scholarly books, journal articles, and historical analyses by experts such as Avi Shlaim, 

Benny Morris, and Ilan Pappé. The United Nations Genocide Convention, 

International Criminal Court (ICC) statutes, and related international legal 

documents. Scholarly articles and books on international law, including works by 

Raphael Lemkin, John Dugard, and Richard Falk. Examination of international legal 

documents and treaties to determine the legal definitions and criteria for genocide. 

Analysis of field reports from humanitarian organizations detailing the impact of the 

conflict on civilians. 

 

D. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

1. Historical Analysis 

 The historical analysis reveals a complex and protracted conflict with deep 

roots in the early 20th century. The establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, 

following the UN partition plan, led to the first Arab-Israeli war and the displacement 

of a significant portion of the Palestinian population. The subsequent wars, including 

the Six-Day War in 1967, which resulted in Israeli occupation of the West Bank, Gaza 
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Strip, and East Jerusalem, further entrenched the conflict. The establishment of Israel 

and the displacement of approximately 750,000 Palestinians, known as the Nakba. 

Israeli occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem, resulting in 

further displacement and settlement expansion. Aimed at achieving a two-state 

solution but ultimately failed to resolve key issues, leading to renewed violence and 

instability. Resulted in significant casualties and destruction in Gaza, with allegations 

of disproportionate use of force. Ongoing blockade leading to severe humanitarian 

conditions, including shortages of food, medical supplies, and clean water. Expansion 

of Israeli settlements in the West Bank, considered illegal under international law, 

leading to displacement and increased tension. Some legal scholars argue that the 

scale of destruction and civilian casualties during military operations may align with 

elements of genocide, while others argue that these actions do not meet the specific 

intent required for genocide. The blockade of Gaza has led to severe deprivation, but 

whether this constitutes genocide or ethnic cleansing remains debated. Reports from 

organizations such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch document 

significant civilian casualties resulting from military operations. For example, 

Operation Protective Edge resulted in over 2,000 Palestinian deaths, including a large 

number of civilians. Over 50,000 Palestinians were displaced during major military 

operations, adding to the already significant number of Palestinian refugees.  

 The blockade has led to dire living conditions, including restricted access to 

food, healthcare, and clean water. Reports from the World Health Organization 

(WHO) highlight severe shortages and deteriorating health conditions. Settlement 

expansion has led to displacement and restricted movement for Palestinians, 

contributing to economic hardships and social tensions. Studies in journals such as 

The Lancet Psychiatry reveal high levels of psychological trauma among Palestinian 

children and adults, including post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and depression 

resulting from prolonged exposure to violence and instability. The historical context 

highlights a protracted conflict characterized by cycles of violence, displacement, and 

occupation. While there are documented instances of severe human rights violations 

and significant humanitarian crises, the application of the term "genocide" remains 

contentious. The intent to destroy a group, as required by the Genocide Convention, 

is difficult to establish definitively in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The 

scale and impact of military operations, alongside the blockade of Gaza, demonstrate 

severe harm but do not necessarily meet the specific legal definition of genocide. 

 

2. Geopolitical Review 

 The UN has passed numerous resolutions addressing different aspects of the 

conflict, such as UNSC Resolutions 242 and 338, calling for withdrawal from occupied 

territories and negotiations. However, enforcement has been inconsistent. Reactions 

from major powers vary, with the United States generally providing strong support 

to Israel, while many European and Arab countries have criticized Israeli policies and 

called for accountability. Reports from organizations such as Human Rights Watch 

and Amnesty International have condemned specific actions by both sides but have 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless


ENDLESS: International Journal of Futures Studies Vol. 7 No. 2 (2024) 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless 12 

been particularly vocal about the humanitarian impact of Israeli policies. The blockade 

has led to dire living conditions, including restricted access to food, healthcare, and 

clean water. Reports from the World Health Organization (WHO) highlight severe 

shortages and deteriorating health conditions. Settlement expansion has led to 

displacement and restricted movement for Palestinians, contributing to economic 

hardships and social tensions. Some legal scholars argue that the scale of destruction 

and civilian casualties during military operations may align with elements of 

genocide, while others argue that these actions do not meet the specific intent required 

for genocide.  

 

3. Humanitarian Assessment 

 Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International reports highlight extensive 

civilian casualties in Gaza and the West Bank. The high number of deaths, particularly 

among civilians, underscores the severe humanitarian impact of military operations 

and conflict-related violence. The conflict has resulted in significant displacement, 

with thousands of Palestinians forced to flee their homes due to violence and 

settlement expansion. This displacement contributes to the ongoing refugee crisis and 

exacerbates humanitarian challenges. The blockade has led to dire living conditions, 

including severe shortages in food, medical supplies, and clean water. Reports from 

WHO and other organizations indicate critical health and sanitation issues, with 

widespread implications for the population’s well-being. The expansion of 

settlements and restrictions on movement have led to economic hardship and social 

tension. Palestinians face difficulties accessing essential services and resources due to 

military checkpoints and settlement infrastructure. Research published in The Lancet 

Psychiatry and other journals highlights high rates of psychological trauma among 

Palestinians. Continuous exposure to violence and instability has resulted in elevated 

levels of PTSD, anxiety, and depression, affecting both children and adults. 

 The historical analysis illustrates a deeply rooted conflict characterized by 

cycles of violence, occupation, and displacement. The allegations of genocide are 

complex, as the legal definition requires proving specific intent to destroy a group. 

While severe humanitarian impacts, including high casualties and deprivation, are 

evident, establishing genocidal intent is challenging. The Israeli government argues 

that its actions are security measures rather than genocidal acts. The historical context 

provides critical insight into the roots of the conflict but does not conclusively support 

the genocide classification. The legal evaluation demonstrates that while actions and 

policies in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict align with some elements of genocide, such 

as causing serious harm and inflicting conditions leading to destruction, proving 

specific intent is a significant hurdle. The legal criteria for genocide are stringent and 

require clear evidence of intent to destroy a group. The evidence suggests severe harm 

and deprivation but does not definitively establish genocidal intent. The humanitarian 

assessment highlights the severe impact of the conflict on Palestinian civilians. High 

casualty figures, widespread displacement, and deteriorating living conditions reflect 

a significant humanitarian crisis. The psychological impact of the conflict, including 
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high rates of trauma and mental health issues, further underscores the need for 

comprehensive support and intervention. The findings emphasize the urgent need for 

humanitarian aid and mental health services to address the ongoing crisis.  

 Geopolitical review reveals the complexities of international responses to the 

conflict. Geopolitical interests and varying perspectives influence diplomatic efforts 

and the effectiveness of international interventions. The divergence in responses from 

global powers and regional actors contributes to the challenges in addressing the 

conflict and its humanitarian consequences. While international bodies and human 

rights organizations call for accountability and resolution, achieving effective 

intervention and peace remains complex. 

 

E. CONCLUSION 

 Israeli-Palestinian conflict, characterized by its deep historical roots, complex 

geopolitical dynamics, and severe humanitarian impacts, presents a multifaceted 

challenge that defies simple classification. This study has undertaken a 

comprehensive analysis of the conflict through historical, legal, humanitarian, and 

geopolitical lenses, with a focus on allegations of genocide and their implications. 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict is marked by significant events that have shaped the 

contemporary landscape. The establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, subsequent 

wars, and ongoing occupation have created a protracted cycle of violence and 

displacement. These historical events have fostered deep-seated grievances and a 

continuing struggle over territory and identity. The allegations of genocide, arising 

from severe humanitarian impacts, underscore the gravity of the conflict. However, 

while the term “genocide” captures the scale of human suffering, its application 

requires rigorous proof of intent to destroy a group, which remains a contentious 

issue. analysis of genocide under international law reveals that while the conflict 

involves severe harm and deprivation, proving specific intent to commit genocide is 

complex. The UN Genocide Convention establishes stringent criteria, including the 

intent to destroy a group in whole or in part, which is challenging to demonstrate 

conclusively. Although actions such as military operations and the blockade of Gaza 

inflict significant harm, they are often justified by the parties involved as necessary 

security measures. This complexity underscores the need for a nuanced legal 

approach that considers both the intent and the broader context of actions. Israeli-

Palestinian conflict remains one of the most intractable and challenging conflicts in 

modern history. While allegations of genocide reflect the severity of human suffering, 

the application of this term requires careful consideration of intent and context. The 

conflict's complex historical, legal, humanitarian, and geopolitical dimensions 

necessitate a multifaceted approach to addressing its root causes and finding 

sustainable solutions. The international community must continue to engage with the 

conflict comprehensively, balancing immediate humanitarian needs with long-term 

peacebuilding efforts. By fostering dialogue, promoting justice, and supporting 

recovery and reconciliation, there is hope for achieving a just and lasting resolution to 

this enduring crisis. 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless


ENDLESS: International Journal of Futures Studies Vol. 7 No. 2 (2024) 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless 14 

 

REFERENCES 

1. Akram, S. I. (2014). International Law and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: A 

Rights-Based Approach to Middle East Peace. Routledge. 

2. Morris, B. (2001). Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-

2001. Vintage Books. 

3. Pappé, I. (2014). The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine. Oneworld Publications. 

4. Said, E. W. (1992). The Question of Palestine. Vintage Books. 

5. Shlaim, A. (2009). Israel and Palestine: Reappraisals, Revisions, Reflections. Verso 

Books. 

6. B’Tselem. (2014). "The Gaza Strip: A Human Rights Crisis." B’Tselem - The Israeli 

Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories. Link 

7. Gellately, R. (2001). "The Politics of Genocide: A Historical and Comparative 

Approach." Journal of Genocide Research, 3(1), 67-87. 

8. Hirsch, A. (2010). "The Humanitarian Impact of the Israeli Blockade on Gaza." 

Human Rights Watch. Link 

9. Khalidi, R. (2005). "The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World." Middle East 

Journal, 59(3), 345-355. 

10. Morrow, J. D. (2001). "The Theory and Practice of Genocide in the Middle East." 

Middle East Review of International Affairs, 5(1), 19-34. 

11. Amnesty International. (2015). "Black Friday: Israel’s Bombardment of Gaza and 

the Failure to Protect Civilians." Amnesty International. Link 

12. Human Rights Watch. (2019). "A Threshold Crossed: Israeli Authorities and the 

Crimes of Apartheid and Persecution." Human Rights Watch. Link 

13. International Criminal Court. (2021). "Preliminary Examination: The Situation in 

Palestine." International Criminal Court. Link 

14. United Nations. (2009). "Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the 

Gaza Conflict." United Nations Human Rights Council. Link 

15. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA). (2020). "Annual Report 2020." UNRWA. Link 

16. International Court of Justice. (2004). "Legal Consequences of the Construction of 

a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory." International Court of Justice. Link 

17. United Nations Security Council. (2016). "Resolution 2334 (2016) - Settlement 

Activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Including East Jerusalem." United 

Nations Security Council. Link 

18. U.S. Department of State. (2021). "Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: 

Israel and the Occupied Territories." U.S. Department of State. Link 

19. Kimmerling, B., & Migdal, J. S. (2003). The Palestinian People: A History. Harvard 

University Press. 

20. Lechner, F. J. (2011). "The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and the Politics of 

International Law." Journal of Political Science, 18(2), 215-230. 

21. Shapira, A. (2016). "The Political Economy of Israeli-Palestinian Relations." Middle 

East Journal of Economics, 11(4), 403-421. 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless


ENDLESS: International Journal of Futures Studies Vol. 7 No. 2 (2024) 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless 15 

22. Al Jazeera. (2022). "Analysis: The Gaza Blockade and Its Humanitarian Impact." 

Al Jazeera. Link 

23. BBC News. (2021). "Israel-Palestine: A Brief History of the Conflict." BBC News. 

Link 

24. The Guardian. (2020). "The Gaza Strip: The Humanitarian Crisis Explained." The 

Guardian. Link 

http://endless-journal.com/index.php/endless

